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(54) Seat belt cover 

(57) A seat belt cover (1) comprising a flat tubular 
member through which a seat belt (2) of a motor vehicle 
is passed to be covered therewith, wherein, the flat tu- 
bular member has i) a slit-shaped opening provided at 
its lower end and having a width larger than the width of 
a through-tongue and ii) a slit-shaped opening provided 
at its upper end and having a width which is enough to 
pass the seat belt but not enough to pass the through- 



Fig. 5 



tongue. Also disclosed is a seat belt cover provided with 
a pocket (11) for, e.g., a cellular phone (12) on the out- 
side. The former seat belt cover can prevent the friction 
of a seat belt with clothes to keep the shoulder or breast 
of a coat or jacket from becoming shiny and wearing. 
The latter seat belt cover enables, e.g., safety driving in 
talking over the cellular phone during the driving of a 
motor vehicle. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0001] This invention relates to a seat belt cover of a 
motor vehicle. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0002] Seat belts of motor vehicles hold drivers and 
passengers firmly to seats in collisions of the motor ve- 
hicles to prevent the drivers and passengers from col- 
liding against steering wheels, instrument panels, wind- 
shields and so forth by inertia, so as to be kept from 
being injured or be less injured, and are obliged to be 
fastened in driving. 

[0003] However, especially when a driver operates a 
motor vehicle, the driver moves his or her body up and 
down, back and forth, and right and left, when a seat 
belt the driver uses will be wound up or off according to 
the driver's movement. Hence, because of friction of the 
seat belt with clothes, parts coming into contact with the 
seat belt, in particular, parts on the shoulder or breast 
of a coat or jacket may become shiny and wear. 
[0004] To prevent this, the part of a seat belt which 
comes into contact with, in particular, the shoulder or 
breast of clothes is covered with a seat belt cover. Con- 
ventionally, this seat belt cover is fitted to the seat belt 
merely in the shape of a flat tube. Hence, when the seat 
belt is unused and it is wound up on a retractor, and if 
the upper end of the seat belt cover stops at the mouth 
of a slip guide, its through-tongue is still pulled and 
hence the seat belt cover becomes loose in bellows or 
the through-tongue stops without reaching the preset 
position. As the result, the seat belt is not just received 
into its holder at the preset position when it is unused, 
also damaging the beauty. 

[0005] In addition, in recent years, cellular phones in- 
clusive of PHS are in wide use. Talking over the phone 
with someone during the driving of a motor vehicle com- 
pels one-handed driving or brings about careless driv- 
ing, and may cause a traffic accident. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] Under the circumstances, an object of the 
present invention is to provide a seat belt cover which 
can prevent the friction of a seat belt with clothes to keep 
the shoulder or breast of a coat or jacket from becoming 
shiny and wearing, and which, when the seat belt is un- 
used and it is wound up on a retractor, can receive the 
through-tongue into the cover so that the seat belt cover 
may by no means become loose in bellows or the 
through-tongue may by no means stop without reaching 
the preset position, and also to provide a seat belt cover 
which enables safety driving without causing the hand 



to be restrained by talking over the cellular phone during 
the driving of a motor vehicie. 

[0007] As a result of extensive studies, the present 
inventor has discovered that a seat belt cover construct- 

5 ed as described below can solve the above problems, 
and has accomplished the present invention. 
[0008] More specifically, the present invention first 
provides a seat belt cover comprising a flat tubular mem- 
ber through which a seat belt of a motor vehicle is 

10 passed to be covered therewith, wherein the flat tubular 
member has i) a slit-shaped opening provided at its low- 
er end and having a width larger than the width of a 
through-tongue and ii) a slit-shaped opening provided 
at Its upper end and having a width which is enough to 

15 pass the seat belt but not enough to pass the through- 
tongue. 

[0009] The present invention second provides a seat 
belt cover provided with a pocket on the outside surface 
thereof. 

20 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing how the 
seat belt cover of the present invention stands.when fit- 
25 ted to a seat belt. 

[0011] Fig. 2 is a schematic view showing how the 
seat belt stands received into the seat belt cover when 
the seat belt is unused. 

[0012] Fig. 3 is an unfolded view of the inside of the 
30 seat belt cover of the present invention. 

[0013] Fig. 4 illustrates schematic plan views each 
showing how a seat belt cover is provided with a cellular 
phone-holding pocket. 

[0014] Fig. 5 is a view showing how a driver talks over 
35 a cellular phone put into the cellular phone-holding 
pocket provided on the seat belt cover. 
[0015] Fig. 6 is a view showing another cellular phone 
which stands put into the cellular phone-holding pocket 
provided on the seat belt cover. 
40 [001 6] Fig. 7 is an unfolded view showing another em- 
bodiment of the seat belt cover. 
[001 7] Fig. 8 is a view showing how the seat belt cover 
shown in Fig. 7 stands when zipped up. 

45 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[001 8] The present invention is described below in de- 
tail. 

50 - Seat Belt Cover - 

[001 9] Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing how a seat 
belt cover 1 of an embodiment according to the present 
invention stands when fitted to a seat belt 2. The seat 
55 belt cover 1 is a substantially flat tubular member. The 
substantially flat tubular member has a lower end 9 hav- 
ing a width larger than the width of a through-tongue 5. 
The substantially flat tubular member has an upper por- 
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tion 3 narrowed down taperingly to the end, and has an 
upper end having a width which is larger than the width 
of the seat belt 2 and is smaller than the width of the 
through-tongue 5 so as to pass the seat belt 2 but not 
to pass the through-tongue 5. However, the width of the 
upper end 4 may preferably be set to be only a little larg- 
er than the width of the seat belt so that the seat belt 
cover does not slide down when fitted to the seat belt. 
When a driver or a passenger moves his or her body 
and the seat belt is wound up or wound off according to 
the movement, the seat belt moves inside the sheet belt 
cover but the seat belt cover p_er se does not move and 
stay at the position set on the body. Therefore, friction 
between the seat belt cover and the clothes does not 
occur. 

[0020] When the seat belt is unused, the seat belt 2 
is wound up on a retractor (not shown) provided in the 
body of a car. As shown in Fig. 2, the upper end 4 of the 
seat belt 1 stops at a slip guide 6 and at the same time 
the through-tongue 5 is received into the interior of the 
seat belt cover 1 . Thus, the through-tongue 5 can stop 
at the preset position without making the seat belt cover 
become loose in bellows. 

[0021] Fig. 3 is an unfolded view of the inside of the 
seat belt cover 1 of the present invention. As shown in 
Fig. 3, a substantially rectangular material has one short 
side having a width a which is larger than the two-fold 
of the width of the through-tongue 5. and has the other 
short side provided with a notch 7 at the middle and 
notches 8 and 8' on the both ends. Its portions c and c' 
excluding the notch 7 and notches 8 an 8' each have a 
width which is larger than the width of the seat belt 2 
and is smaller than the width of the through-tongue 5. 
The substantially rectangular material has a long side 
having a length b which is larger than the length over 
which the seat belt cover comes into contact with the 
shoulder and breast, which may preferably be about 
30-50 cm. The substantially flat tubular member is 
formed by folding the substantially rectangular material 
inward along a middle line 10, joining or stitching the 
edges of the notch 7 at the middle, providing, e.g., an 
open-type slide fastener (zipper) or a Velcro closure 
along the both side edges, and closing or joining it from 
the lower end to the upper end or from the upper end to 
the lower end. 

[0022] A preferred embodiment of the seat belt cover 
of the present invention is shown in Figs. 7 and 8. Fig. 
7 shows a state in which the seat belt cover is zipped 
down, and Fig. 8 a state in which the seat belt cover is 
zipped up. 

[0023] In Figs. 7 and 8, a flat-tubular seat belt cover 
21 comprises an outside (i.e., the side on which the seat 
belt cover does not come into contact with the shoulder 
or breast when used) beltlike member 22 and an inside 
(i.e., the side on which it comes into contact with the 
shoulder or breast when used) beltlike member 23. The 
inside beltlike member 23 comprises two beltlike sub- 
members 23a and 23b which are separable from each 



other along a line extending in the longitudinal direction, 
and preferably along the middle line, so as to be detach- 
able from the seat belt. One side end 24 of the inside 
beltlike member is joined to one side end of the outside 

5 beltlike member and the other side end 25 of the inside 
beitlike member is joined to the other side end of the 
outside beltlike member. A flat tube is thus constructed. 
On the other side ends 23A and 23B of the beltlike sub- 
members 23a and 23b, respectively, a zip-up or zip- 

w down operable slide fastener 26 is provided so that the 
seat belt cover can readily be attached to or detached 
from the seat belt. 

[0024] In the embodiment shown in Figs. 7 and 8. the 
side ends 24 and 25 of the inside beltlike member 23 

is are joined to the corresponding side ends of the outside 
beltlike member22 over almost the whole length of each 
side end. They are further so joined as to extend partly 
to rounded upper end from their upper portions and 
reach the positions 27a and 27b on the upper end. Th us, 

20 when the inside beltlike member 23 is zipped up, the 
width of a slit-shaped opening 28 formed at the upper 
end is so set as to be larger than the width of the seat 
belt and be smaller than the crosswise width of the 
through-tongue. Hence, the seat belt can pass through 

25 this opening but the through-tongue is stopped inside 
this opening. 

[0025] In the present Invention, a slit-shaped opening 
made at the lower end of the flat-tubular seat belt cover 
is notched upward at the right-and-left both ends of the 

30 opening. Notching the lower-end opening at the both 
ends in this way brings about an advantage that the seat 
belt and the through-tongue, in particular, the through- 
tongue can more smoothly come into or come out of the 
seat belt cover when the seat belt is fastened or unfas- 

35 tened in the state the seat belt cover is kept fitted to the 
seat belt. The length of the notches in the longitudinal 
direction of the seat belt cover is preferably in a range 
of 3 to 6 cm. 

[0026] In this respect, in the embodiment shown in 

40 Fig. 7 and 8, the side ends 24 and 25 of the inside beltlike 
member 23 are so joined to the side ends of the outside 
beltlike member 22 as to stop at positions 30a and 30b 
which are a little upper than the lower end 29. Thus, 
when the slide fastener 26 is operated to zip up the seat 

45 belt cover into a flat-tubular member, the slit-shaped 
opening formed at the lower end has such a form that 
the opening has been notched at right and left. 
[0027] The seat belt cover may be kept fitted to the 
seat belt, or may be kept detached when unused. 

so [0028] The seat belt cover may be made of any ma- 
terial as long as it can retain its shape when the through- 
tongue is received into it, and is a non-fhctional material. 
For example, it may include thick cloths such as felt, and 
synthetic leather, leather and quilting. Also, the seat belt 

55 cover may be made of a non-frictional material on the 
Inside, i.e., the side coming into contact with the shoul- 
der and breast and a shape-retentive material on the 
outside, i.e., the non-contact side. A cushioning materi- 
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al, e.g., a urethane foam may also be put Into at least 
the beltlike member on the contact side so that the fit 
feeling when the seat belt is fastened can be improved. 
Some people, especially women, may have a feeling of 
being pressed when using a seat belt, or an unpleasant 
feeling or a feeling of a pain when wearing summer 
clothes exposing skin partly at shoulder, etc. which is 
directly brought into contact with the seat belt. However, 
since the seat belt cover is quite wider than the seat belt 
and further a cushioning material is incorporated or filled 
in at least the inside beltlike member of the seat belt 
cover, not only the unpleasant feeling caused by the di- 
rect contact but also the feeling of being pressed and 
the feeling of a pain are markedly reduced because the 
pressure is scattered. 

[0029] It is possible to make various designs on the 
outside surface of the seat belt cover to thereby en- 
hance fashonability. 

- Seat Beit Cover with Pocket - 

[0030] A seat belt cover used as a base of the seat 
belt cover with pocket according to the present invention 
may be the seat belt cover of the present invention de- 
scribed above, or may be a conventional seat belt cover. 
Anything may be held in the pocket. For example, it may 
include a cellular phone inclusive of PHS, glasses, a 
pack of cigarette, a pocketbook, a purse and so forth. A 
case in which a cellular phone Is held in is given in the 
following description. 

[0031] In Fig. 4, (a) illustrates a schematic plan view 
showing a seat belt cover with a pocket according to the 
present invention, comprising a conventional seat belt 
cover 1 provided with a cellular phone-holding pocket 
11. 

[0032] in Fig. 4, (b) illustrates a schematic plan view 
showing another seat belt cover with a pocket according 
to the present invention, comprising the seat belt cover 
1 of the present invention described above, further pro- 
vided with a-phone-holding pocket 11. The cellular 
phone-holding pocket 11 may have such a size that it 
can receive a cellular phone. As materials forthe pocket, 
there are no particular limitations thereon.* The same 
materials as those for the seat belt cover may be used. 
Instead, a net-like or mesh-like material may be used as 
a material of the pocket and a cellular phone may be 
kept inserted in the pocket, where the driver can talk 
over the phone without any interruption of a voice due 
to the material of which the pocket is made, thereby en- 
abling safety driving without causing the hand to be re- 
strained by talking over the phone during the driving of 
a motor vehicle. 

[0033] Fig. 5 is a view showing how a driver talks over 
a cellular phone 12 put into the cellular phone-holding 
pocket 1 1 provided on the seat belt cover 1 . Here, a con- 
necting terminal 16 on one end of an extension cord 15 
provided with a microphone 13 and an earphone 14 is 
inserted and connected to a microphone-earphone jack 



of a cellular phone 12, and the microphone 13 is so set 
as to come near to driver's mouth. This enables safety 
driving without causing the hand to be restrained by talk- 
ing over the phone during the driving of a motor vehicle. 

5 [0034] As the cellular phone used here, it is preferable 
to use a cellular phone constructed in the following way. 
That is, as shown in Fig. 6, in an extension cord 1 5 hav- 
ing a microphone 13 and an earphone 14 and inserted 
and connected to the main body of a cellular phone 12 

10 through a connecting terminal 16, a wind-up device 17 
with a stopper is previously provided between the con- 
necting terminal 1 6 and the microphone 13, and another 
wind-up device 17' with a stopper between the micro- 
phone 1 3 and the earphone 1 4. The wind-up device 1 7 

is with a stopper is operated to adjust the distance be- 
tween the connecting terminal 16 and the microphone 
13 so that the microphone 13 may lie on the seat belt 
cover 1 (i.e., on the breast) and may just come to the 
position where the voice can be picked up. The wind-up 

20 device 1 7' with a stopper is also operated to previously 
remove any looseness of the extension cord between 
the microphone 1 3 and the earphone 1 4. Thus, the driv- 
er can clearly talk over the phone, and the extension 
cord 15 can be prevented from tangling, to more prom- 
ts ise safety. 

[0035] The wind-up device with a stopper is meant to 
be a device incorporated with a mechanism which can 
automatically wind up the cord and moreover can arbi- 
trarily stop winding up so that the cord wound back can 

30 be in the desired length. It is a known and commonly 
used device used widely in reelers of, e.g., tape meas- 
ures and vacuum cleaners. An example in which an ear- 
phone is provided with such a device is disclosed in Jap- 
anese Laid-open Publication (Kokai) No. 10-294984. 

35 [0036] As described above, the seat belt cover of the 
present invention, when fitted to the seat belt, can pre- 
vent the friction of the seat belt with a coat or jacket and 
can keep the shoulder or breast of the coat or jacket 
from becoming shiny and worn. Also, when the seat belt 

40 js unused and it is wound up on the retractor, the seat 
belt cover can receive the through-tongue into the cover 
so that the seat belt cover may by no means become 
loose in bellows or the through-tongue may by no means 
stop without reaching the preset position. Hence, the 

45 seat belt can just be received into the holder at its preset 
position, and also the beauty is not damaged. 

Claims 

50 

1 . A seat belt cover comprising a flat tubular member 
through which a seat belt of a motor vehicle is 
passed to be covered therewith, wherein; 

said flat tubular member has i) a slit-shaped 
55 opening provided at its lower end and having a 
width larger than the width of a through-tongue and 
ii) a slit-shaped opening provided at its upper end 
and having a width which is enough to pass the seat 
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belt but not enough to pass the through-tongue. 

2. The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , which is 
so constructed that, when the seat belt is unused 
and the seat belt is wound up on a retractor provided 5 
in the body of a motor vehicle, the upper end of said 
seat belt cover stops at a slip guide which guides 
the seat belt to the retractor, and at the same time 
the through-tongue is received into the interior of 
said seat belt cover and stops at the upper end of to 
the seat belt cover. 

3. The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein 
the slit-shaped opening made at the lower end of 

the flat-tubular seat belt cover is notched upward at is 
the right-and-left both ends of the opening. 

4. The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein 
said flat tube member comprises an outside beltlike 
member and an inside beltlike member; 20 

said inside beltlike member comprising two 
beltlike submembers which are separable de- 
tachably from each other along a line extending 
in the longitudinal direction; and 25 
one side end of said inside beltlike member be- 
ing joined to one side end of said outside belt- 
like member and the other side end of said in- 
side beltlike member being joined to the other 
side end of said outside beltlike member to form 30 
a flat tube. 

5. The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein 
said flat tube member comprises an outside beltlike 
member and an inside beltlike member; 35 

at least said inside beltlike member compris- 
ing a cushioning material provided internally. 

6. The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , which fur- 
ther comprises a pocket provided on the outside *o 
surface thereof. 

7. The seat belt cover according to claim 6, wherein 
said pocket is a pocket for holding a cellular phone 
therein. 45 

8. A seat belt cover comprising a pocket provided on 
the outside surface thereof. 

9. The seat belt cover according to claim 8. wherein so 
said pocket is a pocket for holding a cellular phone 
therein. 
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